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A number of years ago, 
when Brenda Canal, one 
of River Dell’s most in-
fluential coaches, 
watched the U.S. Wom-
en’s Soccer team win 
the World Cup, she be-
gan to cry tears of 
joy.  She was over-
whelmed, not just at the 
win, but for the accom-
plishment it represented 
and how far women’s 
sports had come.  On 
April 2, 2022, Brenda 
Canal marked another 
landmark for women, as 
River Dell’s softball 
field was officially 
named in her honor.  

 

Brenda Canal became 
River Dell’s first softball 
coach in 1972. Over the 
course of the next 25 
years, as the head soft-

ball coach of the Hawks, 
Coach Canal’s teams 
won 408 games. Her 
teams won nine league 
titles, five state sectional 
titles, four county titles 
and in 1994, the state 
championship. Coach 
Canal was also River 
Dell’s first volleyball 
coach, founding that 
team in 1975. After her 
final year as head coach 
in 1988, she had accu-
mulated 187 wins in that 
sport as well. But as in-
credible as those statis-
tics are, she was an even 
more incredible role 
model for the girls 
around her. But it was-
n’t always this way. Dur-
ing my interview, Coach 
Canal explained that she 
had barely any opportu-
nities to play organized 
sports in her child-
hood.  “All we had were 
what were known as 
‘playdays’ which was 
basically a one time deal 
where you played a 
game against another 
school. And when I was 
in college, we had sports 
such as field hockey, 
tennis, basketball and 

volleyball. Those were 
the only four sports 
women could play at the 
time. And that’s what 
we had, that's it.” 

So you may ask, how 
did women’s sports 
grow to what it is today? 
What made this possi-
ble? The answer is Title 
IX. Title IX gave female 
athletes a chance for 
equality in sports. Title 
IX made sure women 
had the same opportuni-
ty men did in sports at 
school. After Title IX 
became approved, many 
women who were de-
nied being able to play 
sports at school were 
able to play, and many 
coaching opportunities 
opened. Canal reflected, 
“My first year at River 
Dell was 1972 and that's 
when Title IX started. I 
(continued on page 3)   
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decision to share 
Wordle with the New 
York Times, which 
greatly increased the 
audience it reached and 
made it easily available 
to people worldwide. 
  

Since Wordle joined the 
New York Times, over 
300,000 people have 
been playing the game 
daily, leading people to 
question how this game 
became so popular. The 
main factor that differ-
entiates this game from 
others is that everyone 
is guessing the same 
word each day. This 
leads people to feel 
more connected as they 
test different combina-
tions of letters, trying to 
beat out their friends 
with their number of 
guesses. Additionally, 
Wordle boxes present 
themselves in very rec-
ognizable and visually 
pleasing ways, making 
them ideal to share on 
social media. Finally, 
Wordle is such a quick 
game that it can easily 
be integrated in a daily 
routine, allowing people 
to play it time and time 
again. 

Studies show that 
Wordle is not just a fun 
game, but that it can 
help to strengthen the 
brain and even improve 
cognitive ability. Ac-
cording to Dr. Douglas 
Scharre, a neurologist 
and director of the Cen-
ter for Cognitive and 
Memory Disorders at 
The Ohio State Univer-
sity Wexner Medical 
Center, “Puzzles and 
games, especially those 
involving novelty, can 
stimulate and challenge  
key parts of the brain, 
including reasoning, lan-
guage, logic, visual per-
ception, attention, and 
flexibility”. These days, 
many of the activities 
that we partake in can 
make us more passive, 
such as watching televi-
sion or mindlessly 
scrolling on social me-
dia. Stopping to play 
Wordle for just five 
minutes each day has 
proven to help stimulate 
our increasingly passive 
minds. 
  
Wordle is truly here to 
stay, and a little back-
ground information,  
algorithm knowledge, 
and the idea that it can 
actually be beneficial 
can help us to appreci-
ate this amazing  
invention even more. 
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Everyone is recently 
obsessed with Wordle, 
the fascinating word 
game that's taken the 
world by storm. While it 
is a fun way to challenge 
your brain each day, 
Wordle also has other 
benefits that you may 
not have even realized 
before. It’s inventor, 
Josh Wardle, has created 
a new way for people to 
connect while still exer-
cising your brain. 

 
Former Reddit employ-
ee, Josh Wardle, origi-
nally came up with the 
application idea for his 
wife, Palak Shah. Palak 
has always had a love of 
word games, and loved 
the new Mastermind-
like concept that Josh 
had designed. He later 
decided to introduce 
this app to the public in 
October of 2021, with 
just 9 people playing it 
daily in November. 
Wardle then made the 

My favorite memory this 
year was Mrs. Borges's 
going away party. I had 
the best time, and she was 
my favorite teacher this 
year!  
-Olivia Valente 
  
My favorite memory of 
8th grade was meeting new 
people and making new 
friends. 8th grade gave me 
the opportunity be with 
amazing people. Simple 
classes like math 
and science were fun :)  
-Hailey Yihm 
  
My favorite memory this 
year in 8th grade was be-
ing introduced to new peo-
ple and making new 
friends. Classes were more 
enjoyable with the new 
friends I made. I am 
grateful for all the people I 
have met this year!  
-Jua Lee 
  
My favorite memory of 
8th grade was the RD101 
project, where I dressed up 
my friends and used them 
in a really badly made rap 
video about the school!!!  
-Jayden Kim 

 

My favorite memory of 
8th grade was the spring 
concert. It was so much 
fun performing with my 
friends, and it was Ms. 
Zintel’s last concert. We 
will miss her! 

-Gianna Lee 

8th Grade Memories 

By: Audrey Abella 



   

(continued from the cover) 
was given the oppor-
tunity to coach the soft-
ball and volleyball team. 
I jumped at the chance 
because I thought that it   
was the greatest thing in 
the world. It was always 
important for me to 
think about what we can 
do for the girls without 
taking away from the 
boys. I don't think it 
would be right to start 
something and take it 
away from someone 
else. Title IX is about 
equality.”  

 
Throughout her career, 
Canal didn’t have much 
to work with in the be-
ginning, but she trans-
formed it into some-
thing amazing. She re-
members, “My first 
softball team wore the 
football jerseys, because 
they didn't have the uni-
forms for us. But we 
were so thrilled to have 
it that we didn't care. I 
don’t think there were 
more than a total of 10 
games in my first year.” 
 

The movement to have 
the field named in her 
honor was led by Lind-
say Davis Steffner, a 
former player and now 
Head Girls Basketball 
Coach at River 
Dell.  When asked why 
she got this project go-
ing she said, “Coach 
Canal was my softball 
coach and I learned a 
tremendous amount 
from her. She has been 
a mentor to me and I 
wanted to follow in her 
footsteps and be a phys-
ical education teacher 
and coach. I wanted to 
get the project off the 
ground because I know 
Coach Canal was a pio-
neer, not only for the 
River Dell community 
but at the county level 
and the state level. I 
thought it was fitting to 
ask the Board of Educa-
tion to honor Coach 
Canal by dedicating the 
softball field to her for 
all of her time, effort, 
and success she had on 
that diamond. She made 
every player who put on 
a River Dell uniform 
feel a sense of pride. She 
taught us to play for 
each other and the 
school community. She 
taught us to lead and 
play with confidence.” 
 
Coach Canal was also 
one of seven Bergen 

County coaches that 
were founding members 
of the Bergen County 
Women’s Coaches As-
sociation (BCWCA), 
which just celebrated its 
50th anniversary. Canal 
did this, because the 
men had their own or-
ganizations and meet-
ings, and she felt strong-
ly that women should 
have the same opportu-
nities.  
 
Denis Nelson, the River 
Dell Athletic Director, 
commented on the hon-
or. “I’m extremely hap-
py for Coach Brenda 
Canal to receive this 
well-deserved recogni-
tion with the dedication 
and naming of our HS 
softball field in her hon-
or.  I had the pleasure of 
working with Coach 
Canal, and she was an 
outstanding coach and 
even better person.  Her 
team’s accomplish-
ments, records, titles 
and her awards and ac-
colades as a coach speak 
for themselves, but what 
Brenda did as a pioneer 
for women’s sports in 
Bergen County and all 
of New Jersey as Title 
IX started is truly excep-
tional.”      
     

When asked what Bren-
da Canal was most 
proud of, she replied, “I 
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am thankful and proud 
mostly for the opportunity 
to coach great players. From 
year to year, I just had great 
players. And so many fun 
memories. And fun memo-
ries are one of the things I 
am most proud for. The 
friends I have made, be-
cause I am still in touch with 
a lot of my players. Another 
thing I am most proud of is 
seeing my players and who 
they have become.” I know 
this is true, because Coach 
Canal was my mother’s soft-
ball coach when she played 
at River Dell. Coach Canal 
remains an important per-
son in her life.   

 
To all of the girls involved 
in sports, the next time you 
play something on or off 
River Dell fields, think 
about Brenda Canal, an 
amazing coach, and an even 
better role model who has 
made tremendous strides in 
women’s athletics. 
 
Brenda Canal finishes off 
our interview with her final 
thought. “As much as I wish 
I had real organized sports 
as a kid, I am so happy and 
proud I had the chance to 
be on the ground floor of an 
amazing growth in women's 
sports”.  



House states, “Judge 
Jackson is one of our 
nation's brightest legal 
minds and has an unu-
sual breadth of experi-
ence in our legal system, 
giving her the perspec-
tive to be an exceptional 
Justice.” (BBC.com) 

 
Journey to  
Confirmation 
 
After 30 hours of con-
firmation, Ketanji is the 
Associate Justice of the 
United States Supreme 
Court. Ketanji Brown 
Jackson is the first black 
woman on the Supreme 
Court. She is officially 
serving in late June or 
early July. She will be 
replacing Stephen Brey-
er. He is retiring at the 
end of the court term in 
June. She's the third 
black American to be on 
the country's top court, 
following justices Thur-
good Marshall and cur-
rent Justice Clarence 
Thomas. (The Guardi-
an) 
 

On February 25, 2022, 
President Joe Biden 
nominated Judge Ketan-
ji Brown Jackson to be-
come the 116th Associ-
ate Justice of the United 
States Supreme Court. 
The reasons why Presi-
dent Joe Biden chose 
Ketanji Brown Jackson 
is because he wanted an 
individual who is com-
mitted to equal justice 
under the law and want-
ed someone who under-
stands the profound 
impact that the Supreme 
Court's decisions have 
on the lives of the 
American people. Final-

ly, on April 7th, 2022, 
Ketanji Brown Jackson 
got approved. The final 
vote was 53-47. A bipar-
tisan group of senators 
has spoken in favor of 
her during the Supreme 
Court nomination. 
(Whitehouse.gov) 
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Who is Ketanji Brown 
Jackson?  
 
Ketanji Brown Jackson 
was born in Washington 
DC and grew up in Mi-
ami, Florida. Her par-
ents attended segregated 
primary schools. Both 
of her parents started 
their careers as public 
school teachers and be-
came leaders and admin-
istrators in the Miami-
Dade Public school sys-
tem. Ketanji eventually 
followed in her father's 
footsteps. She stood out 
as a high achiever 
throughout her child-
hood. She has two de-
grees from Harvard 
University and served as 
editor of Harvard Law 
Review. She served on 
the United States Dis-
trict Court for the Dis-
trict of Columbia, has 
served as a federal judge 
since 2013, and has ex-
perience as a Vice-Chair 
and Commissioner on 
the U.S. Sentencing 
Commission. The White 

On June 10, 2022, mem-
bers of the middle 
school’s Newspaper 
Club had the opportuni-
ty to visit the Bergen Rec-
ord in Woodland Park, 
NJ. Entering the news-
paper’s floor was eerie, 
as there were empty 
desks and chairs in the 
newsroom. The Bergen 
Record is currently virtual 
for editors most days of 
the week and reporters 
work 100% virtually.  

 

While trying to imagine 
the hustle and bustle of 
the offices pre-Covid, 
the editor, Daniel Sfor-
za, gave students a tour 
of the newsroom and 
shared the different 
magazines and papers 
that his office is respon-
sible for, such as (201) 
magazine. Following the 
tour, students sat in on a 
virtual news meeting, 
when all of the editors 
meet to discuss story 
ideas, progress with sto-
ries, and stories that are 
ready to print. Together, 
the group decides when 
stories will be printed, 
and which should be 
posted on social media.  
 
In addition to editing 
and discussing news sto-
ries, editors review and 
discuss popularity of 
(continued on page 10)   
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Music is a big part of 
many people’s lives, but 
have you ever wondered 
how it could be affect-
ing our minds? Not only 
can music affect peo-
ple's emotions and emo-
tional stability, but it can 
affect their intelligence 
and abilities. This is all 
from music affecting 
different parts of the 
brain, which controls all 
our emotions, thoughts, 
and actions. 

A few things music does 
for the human body and 
emotions is reducing 
anxiety, lowering blood 
pressure, and minimaliz-
ing pain. Also, music 
has the ability to im-
prove a person's sleep 
quality, mood, mental 
awareness, and memory. 
According to a website 
called Keep Your Brain 
Young With Music, 
"Music is structural, 
mathematical and archi-
tectural. It’s based on 
relationships between 
one note and the next. 
You may not be aware 
of it, but your brain has 
to do a lot of computing 

to make sense of it."  

 
This shows that listen-
ing to music strength-
ens people's brains in 
addition to helping 
them emit the emotion 
they want to feel at the 
moment. 

Taking a dive deeper, 
some parts of the brain 
that are positively af-
fected by music are the 
frontal lobe, Broca's 
area, and the nucleus 
accumbens. First, as 
said in "Music and the 
Brain," the frontal 
lobe's function is for 
thinking, decision-
making, and planning. 
Listening to music al-
lows it's functions to 
enhance. The Broca's 
area's function is to 
allow us to speak. Ac-
cording to the same 
website, a person's 
ability to communicate 
may improve with 
playing an instrument. 
Last but not least, the 
nucleus accumbens 
contributes to a per-

son's want of satisfac-
tion and reward, playing 
a big role in addiction. 
This means that music 
can be like a drug that 
increases dopamine in 
that part of the brain. 
All of these examples 
show that music has a 
positive affect on peo-
ple's emotions and skills. 

Enjoying music doesn’t 
only include listening 
but doing as well. Play-
ing an instrument could 
be a very helpful and 
crucial tool in 
someone's life. Accord-
ing the article Instruments 
of Knowledge: Music and the 
Brain, "Playing a musical 
instrument has been 
shown to increase cog-
nitive ability through 
enhanced neuronal 
communication between 
the left and right hemi-
spheres of the brain, 
resulting in positive ef-
fects on learning, 
memory, fine motor 
skills, verbal and non-
verbal reasoning, result-
ing in an overall more 
capable brain to apply in 
a multitude of settings." 
Having improvements 
on learning, memory, 
motor skills, and verbal 
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and non-verbal reason-
ing could be very bene-
ficial to people. All of 
these enhancements 
come from learning and 
playing an instrument. 
So, not only can playing 
an instrument be fun 
after learning for some 
time, but it could also 
be a great help in every-
day life. 

Music has such a posi-
tive effect on the hu-
man brain, but it could 
be difficult to determine 
what to listen to. One 
way to find the perfect 
songs is to see which 
ones help you relax 
even when there is a lot 
going on. On the other 
hand, it could be benefi-
cial to find a song that 
helps you focus when 
you are studying or do-
ing homework. Another 
option could be to ob-
serve what type of mu-
sic your friends listen to 
and enjoy. Seeing how 
different types of music 
have different affects on 
your body is a good way 
to find the best songs 
for you. 
 



one hour.  I was fortu-
nate to meet the therapy 
dogs and find out some 
interesting facts from 
the dogs’ owners. 

How does a dog  
become eligible to be 
a therapy dog? 
To become a therapy 
dog, the dog has to take 
a test to get certified. 
One of the dogs at the 
school went through the 
Bright and Beautiful 
Test, which is an organi-
zation dedicated to eval-
uating and qualifying 
people and their dogs.  
 
Can any breed be a 
therapy dog? 
Yes. 

  
What type of training 
do the dogs have to go 
through? 
There is nothing re-
quired, but they need to 
know basic commands, 
and need to be able to 
get along with other 
dogs. 

How long does the 
training take? 
If you start as a puppy, 
it takes about 3 months. 
 
Where do the therapy 
dogs visit? 
They visit schools, nurs-
ing homes, and hospi-
tals. 
 
Why are therapy dogs 
important? 
They give a sense of 
calmness to people who 
are struggling, especially 
people in hospitals. 
 
If I wanted my puppy 
to be a therapy dog, 
what should I do? 
You should start with 
basic obedience com-
mands. The dog should 
know how to ignore 
other dogs, and it needs 
to be desensitized and 
not scared. 
 
What type of things 
are therapy dogs  
tested for? 
  

• Need to do basic 
commands 

• Not disturbed or 
scared by loud  
noises 

• Exposed to other 
dogs and isn’t   
distracted 

• Shown food and 
doesn’t eat it 

• Able to ride in an 
elevator 
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Students are faced with 
many challenges, espe-
cially since the Covid-19 
pandemic started. Stud-
ies show that Covid-19 
has a negative impact on 
students’ and teachers’ 
well-being and mental 
health. Students and 
teachers need ways to 
help reduce stress and 
anxiety. So schools, like 
River Dell Middle 
School, have made ef-
forts to combat mental 
health issues by provid-
ing students and staff an 
opportunity to spend 
time with therapy dogs.  
 
Several studies have 
shown the positive ef-
fects of therapy dogs on 
students’ academic and 
social growth. A 2019 
study published by the 
National Institute of 
Health found that hav-
ing a dog in the school 
provides anti-stress ef-
fects on the body and 
increases moods posi-
tively. Therapy dogs also 
impact student behavior 
in a positive way. Thera-
py dogs boost the over-
all morale of the school. 
 
River Dell students and 
staff have enjoyed the 
therapy dog visits every 
other week throughout 
the school year. The 
dogs visit the school 
every other Tuesday for 

 
  C     Mr. Clapp 
         (Daisy) 
 
    L   Mr. Clapp 
         (Ginger) 
 
   I   Ms. DosSantos 
         (Valentine) 
 
   J   Ms. Garguilo 
         (Roberto) 
 
   E   Ms. Heusinkveld 
        (Baxter) 
 
   H   Ms. Jarusiewicz 
         (Bailey) 
 
   F   Ms. Jarusiewicz 
         (Iris) 
 
   D   Mr. Stingo 
        (Mickey) 
 
   K   Ms. Swanger 
        (Armani) 
 
   A   Ms. Valorani 
        (Hazel) 
 
   B   Ms. Zintel 
        (Fauna) 
 
   G   Ms. Zintel 
        (Flora) 
 

Teacher’s Pet 
Answers 

No cheating! Try 
Matching  the teach-
er’s pets on page 12. 
Then check your work 
here. Good Luck! 
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The Spanish Honors So-
ciety is a student run club 
at RDMS that is probably 
best known for their deli-
cious bake sales. What 
else does this club do? 
The president of the club, 
Evie Flower, shared as-
pects of the society, their 
missions, and what she 
enjoys most about being a 
part of it. 
  
What are the different 
projects the Spanish 
Honors Society has 
been doing throughout 
the year?  
There are three different 
types of projects that 
members are tasked with 
completing throughout 
the year. These three con-
sist of school service, 
community service, and 
global service projects. In 
the first marking period, 
members had to make 
posters or update the bul-
letin boards on the sec-
ond floor to educate the 
school about Spanish 
knowledge. Evie states, 
"It's all about teaching the 
school about different 
cultures and helping them 
obtain new knowledge."  
 

The second project of the 
year was a community ser-
vice project, which the stu-
dents were tasked with 
spreading the Spanish lan-
guage outside the building, 
and into their libraries, local 
senior centers and food 
pantries. In the global ser-
vice project, the members 
impacted the world while 
also involving the school, 
raising $1500 for communi-
ties in Nicaragua and Gua-
temala. The whole school 
had a chance to participate 
in this project, allowing the 
Spanish Honors Society to 
not only impact the world 
themselves, but with the 
help of everyone in our 
school. 
  
What has the Spanish 
Honors Society been  
doing to help out our 
school?  
Evie shares, "We have 
spread the Hispanic culture 
and new tastes to the stu-
dent body through our bake 
sales, projects, and bulletin 
boards. All of the service 
projects mentioned before 
have been extremely benefi-
cial to the school in terms 
of helping the school gain 
knowledge." 
  
What are the best aspects 
of the society? 
There are many amazing 
parts of the Spanish Honors 
Society, including the fact 
that it's mostly student run, 
it's a National Honors Soci-

ety, and they sell delicious 
food. However, Evie 
states that her favorite 
part is that it brings peo-
ple together. "In the club, 
we try to do our best to 
make a greater impact on 
the school, and  seeing 
how learning about the 
culture and language 
brings everyone together 
is definitely my favorite 
aspect of the society." 

  
What goes into plan-
ning the bake sales? 
The most popular event 
that the society organizes 
are bake sales, which oc-
cur 1-2 times per month. 
Definitely, the most im-
portant feature to note 
about these sales are that 
the products are made by 
the members after school 
and the day before the 
sale (except the churros). 
For example, in the most 
frequent sale that the so-
ciety does, empanada 
sales, Sra. Gargiulo must 
prepare 20 lbs. of meat at 
home. The next day, 6 
members stay after school 
until 4:15 to fill, crimp, 
and package the empana-
das. These will then be 
stored overnight and re-

heated for the sale the 
next day. 
  
Has the Spanish  
Honors Society col-
laborated with any 
other clubs in the 
school?  
Every year, the school 
hosts a teacher apprecia-
tion breakfast during 
teacher appreciation 
week in May. This year, 
the Spanish Honors So-
ciety decided to run it, 
working with the Stu-
dent Government to 
prepare. Evie told us, 
"The night before the 
event, students stayed 
after school to make 
100 breakfast burritos 
and other food for the 
event. The next day, a 
new group of SHS and 
Student Government 
members decorated the 
teachers' lounge and 
cheered them on as they 
entered the school." 
  
What is something 
unique about the 
Spanish Honors  
Society that is differ-
ent than the other 
clubs the school of-
fers? 
The society is unique, as 
the leaders are elected 
by members of the club, 
and these elected leaders 
have a big say in the 
projects and fundraisers 
the club partakes in. At 
(continued on pg. 9)   
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Ethan Oh  
Trumpet 3rd chair 
 
Will Stewart  
Multi-percussion 
 
Viviana (Yukyung) Suh 
Flute 
 
Elena Yamauchi 
Flute 5th chair 
 
and Sonia Veldhuis 
French Horn. 
 

The following students 
were accepted into the 
2022 Bergen County 
Middle School Chorus: 
 
Julia Bernard  
10th place Soprano 
 
Hailey Cardenas 
9th place Soprano 
 
Aaron Choi  
1st place Baritone 
 
Emma Chong 
1st place Soprano 
 
Kyle Morales 
5th place Baritone 
 
and Elena Yamauchi  
1st place Alto 
 

Congratulations to the 

talented middle school 

students! 

A talented group of 
River Dell Middle 
School students have 
been accepted into the 
Bergen County Middle 
School Band and Cho-
rus! These musicians 
participated in a series 
of rehearsals and per-
formed in a concert at 
Emerson Jr./Sr. High 
School on Sunday, May 
22nd.  
 
This is the 30th Anni-
versary of the Bergen 
County Middle School 
Festival and there are 
15 RDMS students par-
ticipating! The River 
Dell students came in 
first place in all three 
sections of the Chorus, 
in addition to first chair 
clarinet and trumpet in 
the band.   
 

The following students 
were accepted into the 
2022 Bergen County 
Middle School Band: 
 
Yeseo Choi 
Clarinet, 1st chair 
 
Christopher Kim 
Trumpet, 2nd chair 
 
Vincent Lee   
Trumpet, 1st chair 
 
Kyle Morales   
Trombone 2nd chair 

B E R G E N  C O U N T Y  M I D D L E  
S C H O O L  B A N D  &  C H O R U S  

M OV I E  R E V I E W S  

B Y :  R E E S E  F O J A S  

Due to the Covid Pan-
demic, many people on 
lockdown relied on 
streaming entertain-
ment. Now, since the 
fall of Covid, movies 
and shows are still very 
popular. Included are 
reviews of some of my 
favorites (and not so 
favorite) movies! 
  
Cruella 
Emma stone is fea-
tured in the movie Cru-
ella, which is a live ac-
tion spin off of the 
movie, 101 Dalmatians, 
a classic movie from 
the 1960s. The movie 
is about Cruella DeV-
ille's life story. It shows 
two different personali-
ties between Estella 
and Cruella. Emma 
Stone does a wonderful 
job playing two differ-
ent people but with the 
same qualities. I would 
rate this movie a 4.5/5 
stars. It was somewhat 
hard to follow, but you 
get a better under-
standing of Cruella's 
life and the plot at the 
end of the movie. 
  
Sing 2 
Famous stars like Hal-
sey, Bono, Scarlett Jo-
hansen, Reese Whith-
erspoon, and many 
others were cast in the 
sequel to the original 

movie, Sing. Sing 2 shows 
the journey of a bunch of 
animals performing in a 
play. Although the plot 
was somewhat stable, 
Sing 2 was a childish 
movie and was unbeara-
ble to watch. There were 
some points where I just 
wanted to turn the movie 
off and walk away from 
the screen. I would give 
Sing 2 a 2/5 stars. It was 
an unnecessary movie 
and a waste of the view-
er's time and money. 
  
Spider-Man: Far From 
Home 

Tom Holland, Zendaya, 
Andrew Garfield, and 
Tobey Maguire come 
back from their Spider-
Man movies to star in a 
big movie team up. The 
movie was about the Spi-
der-Men trying to save 
the villains by transport-
ing them back into their 
universe. All actors did a 
wonderful job with ac-
tion scenes and villains. 
The movie was a bit too 
long and the ending was 
unsatisfying, but overall, 
I would give it a 4.3/5. 

 
With summer vacation 
fast approaching, I hope 
you will enjoy some of 
these movies over the 
break.  
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As a field trip this year, 
the 8th grade English 
classes attended the 
Holocaust Museum and 
Center for Tolerance 
and Education in Suf-
fern, New York. The 
Holocaust was the mass 
genocide of European 
Jews during World War 
II under the ruling of 
Adolf Hitler. The Nazi 
party killed around six  
million Jews in concen-
tration, or extermina-
tion, camps throughout 
Europe in countries 
such as Poland and Ger-
many. Adolf Hitler tar-
geted other groups of 
people, but mainly those 
of Jewish descent. There 
are several museums 
and memorials through-
out the United States 
and other parts of the 
world to continue to 
remember and educate 
ourselves on the  
Holocaust. As a connec-

tion to a novel read in 
8th grade English clas-
ses, Elie Weisel’s novel, 

Night, students traveled 
to one such museum in 
Suffern, New York to 
learn more about that 
time.  
 
The museum began as 
the Rockland County 
Holocaust Commission 
on May 15, 1979. The 
museum is a very im-
portant cultural and edu-
cational center in the 
Rockland County region, 
and it was changed into 
the Holocaust Museum 
and Center for Tolerance 
in 2015. It was designed 
to increase education on 
holocaust, genocide, and 
human rights. The muse-
ums mission is to inform 
individuals on the dan-
gers of intolerance and 
to inspire them to face 
up to injustice. They 
preach the values of in-
clusivity, empathy, equi-
ty, humility, intellectual 
curiosity, and personal 
accountability.  
 
The museum also envi-
sions that by educating 
people on the holocaust 
and genocides, they can 

prevent other events like 
it to occur in the future. 
The museum hosts 
many events such as 
brunches, walks, and 
film nights to raise mon-
ey. They hold many cel-
ebrations of the Jewish 
faith as well. Executives 
at the museum also cre-
ated the 
#ENDJEWHATRED 
movement, which is a 
civil rights movement to 
combat antisemitism.  

While visiting the muse-
um, students participat-
ed in a lesson on moral 
courage which is one’s 
willingness to sacrifice 
their lives for a stranger. 
They were also given 
several scenarios con-
cerning the hiding of 
Jewish citizens and stu-
dents had to decide 
what to do. Overall, the 
trip to the Holocaust 
Museum and Center for 
Tolerance and Educa-
tion was very informa-
tive and the volunteers 
do an amazing job of 
educating people about 
the tragedies of the Hol-
ocaust. 

Spanish Honor 
Society 

(continued from pg. 7)  
the beginning of the 
school year, students ran 
for different positions 
(president, vice-
president, secretary, 
treasurer, parliamentari-
an and historian) giving 
speeches and gaining 
their positions from the 
votes of other members. 
"The fact that the club is 
student run," Evie states, 
"allows the society to be 
more in touch with the 
student body and helps 
them to gain more 
knowledge about His-
panic culture." 
  
What is something the 
society hopes to leave 
behind for incoming 
8th graders, and what 
do they hope the new 
group will continue to 
do?  
"The idea that everyone 
is able to reach their full 
potential in the club is so 
important to us. We 
hope that the school has 
helped people to become 
more aware of lifestyles 
outside of their own, 
especially through the 
Pulsera Project, and that 
that will continue in fu-
ture years," Evie said. As 
for the incoming eighth 
graders, the society 
hopes that they show 
passion in their future 
ideas and projects, and 
that they are enthusiastic 
in helping the school to 
learn. 
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age Mr. Wang replied, 

"Old enough!" What do 

you think reader?   

 

Mr. Wang’ parents are 

from Taiwan; he was 

born in Queens, NY. 

Mr. Wang is an experi-

enced traveler. He has 

been to the Dominican 

Republic, which is his 

favorite place in the 

whole world, Taiwan, 

China, Venice, London, 

Budapest, and Kyrgyz-

stan.  

 

Mr. Wang’s favorite 

holiday is Christmas, his 

favorite essay is, Self-

Reliance by Ralph Waldo 

Emerson (which he 

highly recommends, 

and his favorite subject, 

(hint, hint, it's kind of 

obvious) is math. If Mr. 

Wang chose his favorite 

math topic, it would be 

Order of Operations. 

Mr. Wang’s go to favor-

ite drink is bubble tea 

and his top three favor-

ite movies are Xanadu, 

Prometheus, and Dark 

Phoenix.   

 

Mr. Wang graduated 

from Lehigh University 

and he believes his big-

Mr. Wang is a grade 7 

Math teacher, filling in 

for Mrs. Holmsen dur-

ing her maternity leave. 

Everyone can identify 

Mr. Wang in the halls, 

but nobody really knows 

him. Well, I'm here to 

solve the mystery of 

who Mr. Wang really is.  

 

After many meetings, 

interviews, and ex-

changed emails, I was 

able to dig into Mr. 

Wang's personal life 

and information. For 

starters his unique 

name En-Tseh, and it 

means full of grace. I 

think that is quite accu-

rate considering he 

thinks his friends 

would describe him as 

funny, smart, and a lit-

tle bit sassy. Mr. 

Wang’s birthday is No-

vember 16, which 

makes him a Scorpio.  

When he was asked his 

T H E  S C O O P  O N  M R .  W A N G  
B Y :  L A U R E N  M O R G N E R  

V I S I T I N G  
T H E  R E C O R D  
( C O N T I N U E D )  

gest accomplishment 

has been being a good 

teacher to his students. 

Mr. Wang's secret tal-

ent is singing, and he 

has three fish; two 

named by his middle 

school students, Shar-

quoofis and Finquinkle 

and one is named 

Melissa after his favor-

ite RDHS co-worker.  

 

By now most of Mr. 

Wang’s students know 

about his hobby (or 

obsession) with Pika-

chu and anything that 

has to do with Poké-

mon. Mr. Wang also 

likes collecting Funko 

pops. Mr. Wang has 

loved Pokémon ever 

since the comics came 

out, because he thinks 

everything about Poké-

mon is adorable. 

 

It was fun getting to 

know Mr. Wang. River 

Dell Middle School will 

miss him when Ms. 

Holmsen returns, but 

Mr. Wang will definite-

ly be in the high school 

next year! Thank you 

for being a great teach-

er, Mr. Wang. See you 

in high school! 

(continued from page 4)  
articles, including how  
many views were on each 
article, to determine 
which articles are the 
most interesting to the 
viewers. Editors also 
monitor subscription or-
ders and which articles 
lead people to subscribe. 
Every click is analyzed 
and helps to determine 
future articles.  
 
In addition to sitting in 
on a news meeting, stu-
dents had the opportuni-
ty to view the special in-
struments the reporters 
use for live video and 
recording, which is con-
tained in a backpack. Stu-
dents also discovered 
The Record uses a drone 
for video footage! Not all 
reporters can use the 
drone. To operate it, a 
training course needs to 
be successfully complet-
ed. Students additionally 
viewed the process of 
cutting from live video to 
in the newsroom.  
 
Newspaper club students 
had a firsthand view into 
the current realities of 
being a reporter and an 
editor. They also gained a 
greater understanding of 
how news reporting has 
evolved throughout many 
years. Overall, it was a 
rich and informative ex-
perience.  



March is Women’s His-
tory Month, which is a 
time that encourages 
remembering and hon-
oring all of the women 
who have impacted his-
tory.  There are many 
women who deserve to 
be recognized, however, 
Susan B. Anthony was a 
women’s rights activists 
whose name stands out 
for her work toward 
women’s rights. Antho-
ny’s efforts, along with 
many others, eventually 
led to the 19th amend-
ment being created in 
1920.  

Anthony was born in 
Adams, Massachusetts 
in 1820. She was raised 
as a Quaker and her fa-
ther was a farmer. She 
had seven siblings and 
many of them later be-
came abolitionists and 
activists. 
(womenshistory.org)  

Anthony was first a 
teacher before becom-

ing involved with activ-
ism. She met with Wil-
liam Lloyd Garrison and 
Frederick Douglass, 
who were friends with  
her father, which 
prompted her to begin 
giving speeches against 
slavery, even though it 
wasn’t deemed “proper” 
for a woman to do so. 
(womenshistory.org)  
 
The first women’s right 
convention was held in 
Seneca Falls, New York 
in 1848, which started 
the women’s suffrage 
movement in the United 
States. Anthony did not 
attend this convention, 
but in 1851 she met 
Elizabeth Cady Stanton. 
Stanton was another 
women’s rights activist. 
Anthony and Stanton 
began traveling around 
the country giving 
speeches about human 
rights. The pair worked 
alongside one another 
for 50 years in the pur-
suit for women’s right 
to vote. In many in-
stances, Anthony was 
arrested for sharing her 
ideas in her speeches. 
(womenshistory.org)   
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Anthony and Stanton co-
founded the American 
Equal Rights Association 
in 1868 and were also the 
editors for The Revolution, 
which was a newspaper 
that spread equality ide-
as. Susan B. Anthony 
quickly became famous 
throughout the United 
States, with many sup-
porting her ideas while 
others hated them. 
(womenshistory.org)  

Stanton and Anthony 
were outraged when the 
14th and 15 amendments 
were passed, because 
they gave voting right to 
African American men, 
while overlooking wom-
en. Their fury with the 
amendments set them 
apart from other suffra-
gists at the time which 
led the two women to 
form the National Wom-
an Suffrage Association, 
which advocated for 

women’s right to vote. 
(womenshistory.org)  
 
Attention was brought to 
the suffrage movement in 
America when Anthony 
was arrested for voting in 
1872. She was fined $100, 
and this caused outrage 
throughout the nation. In 
her speech “Declaration 
of Rights” Anthony 
states, “Men, their rights, 
and nothing more; wom-
en, their rights, and noth-
ing less.” 
(womenshistory.org)  
 
Anthony spent the re-
mainder of her life advo-
cating for women’s rights 
and eventually merged the 
two largest suffrage asso-
ciations in 1888 to create 
the National American 
Women’s Suffrage Asso-
ciation. She traveled the 
country giving speeches, 
lobbied Congress, and led 
petitions before passing 
away in 1906. The 19th 
amendment, which grant-
ed women the right to 
vote, was passed after her 
death in 1920. 
(womenshistory.org)  
 
Susan B. Anthony’s legacy 
will live on, and she will 
continually be known as 
one of the most influen-
tial women in the wom-
an’s suffrage movement 
in the United States.  
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Can you match the 
teacher with his or her 
pet?  
(Answers on pg. 6).  
 
 
____ Mr. Clapp 
         (Daisy) 
 
____ Mr. Clapp 
         (Ginger) 
 
____ Ms. DosSantos 
         (Valentine) 
 
____ Ms. Garguilo 
         (Roberto) 
 
____ Ms. Heusinkveld 
        (Baxter) 
 
____ Ms. Jarusiewicz 
         (Bailey) 
 
____ Ms. Jarusiewicz 
         (Iris) 
 
____Mr. Stingo 
        (Mickey) 
 
____ Ms. Swanger 
        (Armani) 
 
____Ms. Valorani 
        (Hazel) 
 
____Ms. Zintel 
        (Fauna) 
 
____Ms. Zintel 
        (Flora) 

E. 

C.  

G.  H.  I.  

J. K.  

F.  

L.  

D.  

B.  A.  
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